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Rabbit  R esidence         R escue  



Interested in adopting a pair of rabbits or finding a friend for your single bunny?!
Dear Friend,

Thank you for ringing a rescue! Over 33,000 rabbits are handed over to shelters each year. The day we stop buying rabbits from pet shops is the day they will stop selling them is the day rabbits will no longer be abandoned.

I’m Caroline and I was born in 1978. I’ve been rescuing rabbits' since 1996, after leaving school with 9 GCSE’s. The rescue has grown dramatically over the years, sadly due to the number of rabbits being given up rising. For many years I ran the rescue alone often working until 3am in the morning. Now I have an amazing team of volunteers which I couldn’t survive without, allowing us to care for over 100 rabbits at any one time. In November 2009 I had no choice but to give up my paid work to cope with the hours involved. I live with my parents who look after me despite being 32 years old!!
The rescue is based on 1/3rd acre and was kindly bought by a supporter. I would not be rescuing rabbits today, if it hadn’t have been for the generosity of this kind person who gave £5,000 to buy the land in 2001. 

The rescue relies solely on donations from people and we urgently need people willing to hold fundraising events. Each rabbit that comes into me is neutered, wormed and vaccinated against myxomatosis and VHD. This costs around £80, not including the daily costs for bedding and feed.

When the rescue first opened I only cared for 30 rabbits, today I have over 100 rabbits at the rescue, waiting to be homed and there is always a list with more waiting to be rescued by us.

The most common reasons for this are children growing bored and parents not valuing the life of the rabbit, therefore not wanting the responsibility. Also people buying rabbits thinking they are an easy option and can be kept out of the way. Still today pet shops do not give enough information and portray them as easy to keep, cheap, simple-minded animals. 

Like many rescues I ask for a 6ft by 2ft by 2ft hutch which must be attached to a 10ft by 6ft run. To use a shed or a design more like a bird aviary or dog kennel is becoming more popular and often more cost effective. This requirement and expense is not to be awkward, but because we have learnt that keeping rabbits in small hutches is the main reason for behavioural and health problems and is why they end up abandoned. We want to prevent this and see happy rabbits in lifelong homes. Rabbits are so intelligent and loving when we understand their language. A separate run and hutch is not suitable, as they hate being picked up and feel more secure with a permanent home with natural habitat, which they can mark as their territory and learn to feel safe in and therefore trust us. With a little creativity, we can be greatly rewarded and see the true potential of a rabbit as a friend and pet. 
Why have we kept rabbits so differently from how they naturally live? 
Is it so far from common sense?

I really hope you book an appointment to visit as people always say how it opens their eyes and shocks them how much more there is to know. Visiting really helps them understand what rabbits need. Everyone that visits goes away enthusiastic and excited about creating a proper home for rabbits. Others realise they just don’t have the space or time to create what is right and are so glad they didn’t buy rabbits, caring deeply that they should be happy.

My information and leaflet pack costs over £4 to produce and post but I believe passionately that it provides vital information. I choose the leaflets I include very carefully and believe in each product. I hope you find the time to read and comprehend them, wherever you may find your rabbits. If you don’t wish to keep the leaflets please give them to a friend or leave them in your local vet practice for someone else to benefit from.

Please let me know if you would like information on the following subjects:
· History of The Rabbit Residence

· Mission statement

· List of services, including free advice and holiday boarding

· Diet

· How to spot a sick rabbit

· Accommodation and environmental enrichment ideas including colour photos

· Common health issues and what you should have in 1st aid kit

· How to become your rabbit’s best friend

· Terms & conditions of adoption

…….and much more

To request for any of these, just email me at rabbit_residence@hotmail.com
If you feel you can’t offer exactly what is requested and have already purchased a hutch and run I am willing to compromise and help where possible. If I am able to visit I will, depending on time and my busy schedule. If you are able to send photos of your garden, hutch and run, so I can get a good idea it will hopefully help me match a suitable pair of rabbits to you. Many people have offered excellent homes with suggestions and ideas from me that they hadn’t considered or thought possible.

If you need any light welded mesh or wood to build a run, please ask and I will see if I can help.
I hope you enjoyed reading this and now appreciate that rabbits should be valued and respected as much as a cat or dog. 
Please don’t buy from a pet shop
To make an appointment to view my bunnies, where you can play and interact with them all please text or email me.  Tel: 07904 397 378. I shall look forward to meeting you, thank you.
REASONS FOR RABBIT RESIDENCE
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Over 33,000 rabbits are abandoned each year in this country. This rescue has had to expand from caring for 30 up to over 100 rabbits in the last 9 years because the problem of abandonment is so bad. Despite having volunteers most days I still have to work 12-15 hours a day, 6 days a week to keep on top of running the rescue.
We had 100’s of rabbits handed into us last year and even 7 pairs returned, reasons included;

· Children got bored

· Husband got job abroad

· Owner became pregnant and couldn’t cope

· House rabbits became destructive as not allowed outside

· Decided to get a dog instead

· Owners didn’t recognise health problems, causing house rabbits to stop little training

· Owner didn’t follow my accommodation guidelines and so one rabbit died through lack of interaction, the other one became scared and allusive and owner didn’t bond with him and so wanted to return him

Because of these problems I have put in place strict policies, which I hope you can appreciate. It is important to me that I know each new potential family personally so I will always deal with each adoption. I will do home checks and deliver the rabbits to their new homes, providing as much helpful information as possible.

People are travelling to The Rabbit Residence Rescue from as far as Wales, Dorset and Nottingham, because of this I can only have time to deliver to, two new homes per week, so please bear with me.

Application Form

	This questionnaire is designed to help you clarify that rabbits are the right pets for you, and to help me select the most suitable pairs of rabbits from which you may eventually chose as your new pets.  Please complete the questions in full, adding any other information which you feel, may be relevant.  Whilst every effort will be made to give you full and detailed information regarding the rabbits of your choice it must be appreciated that I cannot guarantee that it will be absolutely accurate.


	Applicants details
	
	 Adoptee can fill in

	Name:
	
	Visit to adoption centre

	Address:
	
	Date:

	
	
	Comments:

	
	
	Home check

	
	
	Date:

	Postcode:
	
	Comments:

	Telephone (day)
	
	Rabbits would like to adopt:

	Telephone (eve)
	
	1

	Mobile:
	
	2

	Email:
	
	3


What are you looking for?

Please circle / write answer:
	What interests you in having rabbits?



	Have you had rabbits before?
	If Yes, how long ago?:

	Did they die of an infectious illness or were they killed by a fox


	Do you presently have any rabbits?



	Have you already brought housing for your rabbit? We ask for a min 6ft by 2ft hutch attached to a 6ft by 10ft run, 3ft high with light welded mesh not chicken wire.

	If you already have rabbit housing please give details of size in feet and email photos. If it is smaller than what we request we kindly ask you to modify what you already have:

	Is the rabbit house and exercise area attached? If not they will need to be.

	To the person who wants the pet rabbits, What is your age?

	Do you want pet rabbits for children?

	How old are the children?
	Gender?
	How many?



	Will the parents take FULL responsibility for the rabbit’s welfare including the cleaning/feeding? I will only home to families where the parents have a passion and love for the pet rabbits; they can of course teach and guide their children.



	Does everyone in the household want the rabbits?

	Are you looking for a pair of rabbits or just one to go with an existing rabbit?

	What size rabbit are looking for?   
	1-2kg      (
	2-3KG (average size)  (
	3-4KG        (
	over 6Kkg  (

	What age rabbit are looking for?   
	Under 1 yr  (
	Between 1 -4 yr          (
	4 yr and over  (
	Don’t mind (

	Specific Breed, please state:





X breed / I don’t mind:

	Long coat/Cashmere/Angora

Short coat
Lion head
Rex

Don’t mind


WHAT THE RABBITS ARE LOOKING FOR!
	Who lives at home where the rabbits will live?
Adults


Children

	Other animals? (species/age/sex)

	Are any members of your household allergic to rabbits?

	Do you live in a house/flat/maisonette/ other?

	Do you rent or own your home?

	If rented, do you have the landlord’s permission to keep pets?  

(A letter of confirmation from the landlord should be obtained before the rabbits are released into you care)

	Do you have a garden?     Yes / No                

	If Yes, is it:
	Rabbit proof
	Dog proof
	Fox proof
	

	Will the rabbits be permanently indoors, permanently in an outdoor enclosure or have access to a rabbit proof garden when owners at home?

	What will be your rabbit’s daily routine?



	On an average day, how long and when will you spend time with the rabbits?



	If you are looking for house rabbits they will need to have free range space to at least one room

	If you are looking for house bunnies they will need a space of their own and somewhere to hide

	Are you prepared to make or pay for the recommended accommodation and environment enrichment and devote enough space in your garden for your rabbits to roam?

	Will your rabbits be allowed in your house to play and interact with you?

	Rabbits should not be kept alone.  A neutered male/spayed female combination is best as 2 bucks or 2 does can fight. Are you happy to have a pair of rabbits or do you require an existing rabbit to be bonded?

	Rabbits need vaccinating against Myxomatosis every 6 months and vhd yearly.  Each vaccine will cost around £15 each.  Therefore vaccines for 2 rabbits will cost around £90 per year.  Are you prepared to pay for this?



	Would you be happy to pay out for vets’ costs if you rabbit needed treatment such as an abscess removed, dental, antibiotics, tumour, as there are many illnesses which can be resolved with the right care. You may wish to consider pet insurance.

	Rabbits are prey animals therefore hide any discomfort in fear of being found by a predator.  Signs of illness are very subtle. E.g. slight differences in routine behaviour, not coming to say hello, not eating a favourite treat, faecal changes.  Are you prepared to devote the time to recognise such changes?

	The above two questions make it sensible to ask your vet to do health checks every few months, even if bunny is ok.  Are you happy to make time and pay for this?

	Would you be happy to nurse your rabbit back to health and keep him indoors if necessary?

	A rabbit’s diet consists of hay, grass and vegetables. They also need to be fed a suitable rabbit nugget- not mix. There are also many exciting dried herbs on the market. Are you happy to provide this?

	A rabbit needs  access to fresh hay or grass 24 hours a day as their  teeth constantly grow and grazing uses the back teeth which keeps them ground down and prevents them overgrowing.  Are you happy to provide a constant supply of fresh hay and water? In addition Timothy Hay and Readigrass are highly recommended for interest and taste.

	Have you approached any other organisation to obtain a rabbit?

	Have you been refused by them?

	If yes, please specify the reason:

	Where did you hear about The Rabbit Residence Rescue?

	Please state name/address of your vet


	It will take 2-3 months for your rabbits to settle down properly.  Are you likely to change job or move house in the next three months? 

	Are you going away from home for any reason in the next three months?  E.g. holiday or hospital?




With sincere thanks for the time and care you have taken in answering these questions for the sake of rabbit welfare.

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE I HAVE ANSWERED THESE QUESTIONS CORRECTLY:

Signature of applicant:





Date:

RABBITS NEED REAL SPACE…..
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Pictures of how most people think 
rabbits are happy to be kept
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PICTURES OF HOW RABBITS SHOULD BE KEPT
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ENVIRONMENTAL ENRICHMENT IDEAS
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BASIC REQUIREMENTS

 FOR KEEPING RABBITS AS PETS

The Rabbit Residence Rescue and RSPCA Cambridge & District branch along with many other rescues ask for the following requirements. We hope you enjoy visiting the rescue and that your visit helps you understand why what rabbits really need is so different from what has been portrayed by pet shops and breeders since rabbits were first thought of as pets many years ago and why it hasn’t changed.

DIET

· Hay based diet. Must be available at all times.

· Also highly recommend dried grass and Timothy hay

· Oxbow, Burgess or Supreme Selective pellets. One handful between two rabbit once a day. Do not feed any of the mixes. These are the only recommended commercial feeds due to ingredients, nutritional value, prevention of selective feeding and high fibre content.
· Vegetables daily are appreciated by rabbits, a handful of chopped veg or a couple of leaves/ one carrot. You will receive a leaflet from me listing all the different vegetables ok to feed rabbits. If their bottoms stay clean and tummies don’t become gassy then the veg you are feeding is fine. Introduce one at a time and monitor carefully
· Edible wild plants & apple, pear and willow branches are great for front teeth

· Fresh drinking water, a bottle will help indicate exactly what your rabbit drinks and helps prevent contamination/ infections, a bowl gives easy access in hot weather and a bowl of warm water is appreciated in cold weather. 
ACCOMODATION & ENVIRONMENTAL ENRICHMENT

· Minimum size 6ft by 2ft by 2ft hutch

      (A 6ft by 4ft shed or wendy house is often more cost effective

· Minimum 6ft by 10ft run that must be attached to hutch/ shed 

(Rabbits may be locked in hutch at night or let out in secure garden when owners at home). We highly recommend that a tarpaulin be fixed over the run to create vital coolness from heat and protection from rain.
· Places to dig and hide. A rabbit loves the freedom to leap & bound but they are prey animals and are very aware of threats so plenty of boxes to hide in will make them more relaxed and content. They also have many natural behaviours such as burrowing and digging small scoops to toilet in to mark their territory, so space to do this will prevent this being “unwanted, nuisance” behaviour.
COMPANIONSHIP

· Rabbits MUST live in pairs. Whether you have a single rabbit that wants a friend or are able to adopt a pair; a neutered buck and spayed doe pairing works best. Though they live in colonies, with sub-groups of up to 8 in the wild, they would be related and have a female line and acres of space, so it’s more difficult to get domestic rabbits to live in groups without preventing natural pecking order which can lead to health and behavioural issues and make them less likely to trust humans. 
· Bucks or Does? The majority of bucks will fight once they reach sexual maturity, even if neutered and most doe pairings will not be as content or friendly towards humans, often one more dominant over the other.  
SUITABLE VET CARE

· Make sure you search for a rabbit friendly, experienced vet and ask the right questions. See how they handle the rabbit. A rabbit will be calm with a confident vet. With so many animals, all vets will have their favourite species. Knowledge on curing rabbit diseases, surgery possibilities and understanding what medicines work best is changing so much thanks to the RWF funding Bristol University to specialise in rabbit veterinary studies. There are many common ailments you need to be aware of, so buy the recommended books included in my handbook.
HANDLING/ WELFARE/ HAPPINESS

· Rabbits are ground loving and do not like to be picked up as portrayed. Think- foxes pick them up. Cats adapt to being held as they can naturally balance above ground level and climb.

· Rabbits are prey animals and though they have been portrayed as children’s pets, that only live in hutches and don’t do or feel anything, this is all very wrong. They are intelligent animals, which are extremely sensitive to noise and chaos. They have deep emotions and will be living in fear and display stress behaviours if kept only in a hutch with noisy children to torment them and no routine or proper acknowledgement from adults.
· If handled, loved and appreciated correctly you will bond with them as much as a family pet dog and also recognise the subtle signs of illness, preventing serious irreversible problems.
PROTECTION AGAINST PREDATORS

· FOXES
CATS     
DOGS     
VANDALS
BIRDS OF PREY 
STOAT
· Depending on the location of your house and design of your garden, what you will be able to offer a pair of rabbits will vary. Security measures may have to be higher for some people, such as security lights, concrete base for run, a wooden trellis put over the wire mesh run frame to help prevent foxes biting through and padlocks, where as other people will be able to let their rabbits have access to the entire garden.
HYGIENE

We have to pick up our dog mess when we take them for walks. Cats are independent and have the freedom to go to the toilet well away from the house, unless litter trays are used, where the smell soon has us getting rid of the deed. Rabbits may be seen as children’s pets, but require far more work and cleaning than all animals except horses. This is a major issue we need to consider, that seems to be forgotten. People only seeing the cute toy appeal, they appear to have.

· Keep living area clean and hygienic. Litter training your rabbit and changing the toilet areas every couple of days will prevent wooden homes getting ruined and discourage bacterial and fungal growth. Various disinfectants for rabbits are available. Some will kill viruses while others only smell nice or kill mites and fleas.
· Regularly handle and health check your rabbits. Rabbits are prone to the deadly fly strike. This is when flies are attracted to the rabbit if they have a dirty bottom or dirty living area. They lay eggs, which turn into maggots, which in turn eat the rabbit alive. You should stroke and look over your rabbit daily and pick it up once a week to have a thorough look to ensure its bottom is clean, has no lumps or bumps. I can teach you to do a health check and help you gain practice and confidence.
Thank you for listening. 
It saddens me as I see 3 types of rabbit. 
1. The happy rabbit kept by adults or loving families, behaviour understood and appreciated. 

2. The lost rabbit. People thinking their rabbit is happy because it is quiet and still and doesn’t complain, when in fact these behaviours are signs of sadness and fear just as much as rabbit three

3. Rabbits which are given up, because they do show their discontent through aggression and unsociable behaviours. 

The wrong type of keeping induces the majority of behavioural problems or rabbits seeming stupid and not showing their true character or intelligence. Get the most out of your rabbits. You will be astounded and happy and so will they!

If you have decided rabbits are right for you after reading all this, even if we don’t have any that suit you, I know that if you follow these guidelines you will have a beautiful bond and many happy years with your rabbits and they will be a true part of your family, not just stuck in a cage outside, forgotten. 

COST OF KEEPING RABBITS

	· 80% of children get bored of their pet rabbit after 3 months

· over 33,000 rabbits are abandoned each year in the UK

· Still so many adults see rabbits as children’s toys, with no life worth

· So many lonely rabbits are still left for children to care for and no responsibility or interest is taken by parents, for the child’s respect for a living animal or the rabbit’s welfare. Nor financial or veterinary worthiness. 

· Spaying/ neutering one rabbit will cost between £40-£70 

· VHD/ myxomatosis costs per rabbit per year around £30
· Rabbits need plenty of warm fresh bedding, especially in winter, a soft layer of wood shavings and hutch full of straw is suggested. Bought from a pet shop these can cost around £10 per week. If you can buy from a farmer/ horse bales it will cost about £4 per week

· Hay is essential, if pet shop bought you will be spending around £10 per week and with timothy hay/ readigrass, dried herb, willow gnaw sticks add on another £7 per week
· Pet insurance can cost £20 a month, without this vet bills could cost £100’s
· Accommodation, a minimum of £300, unless homemade. The thing to remember is a shed and dog kennel won’t cost any more than a run and hutch bought from a pet shop.

· Of course there’s bowls, bottles, and brushes £15 one off

· Fruit, vegetables and nuggets from £7 per week

· Holiday boarding costs from £5 per night.

· It’s always good to have a 1st aid kit. Papaya tablets help digestion, baby lotion £2, cotton wool £1, sudocrem £2, hibiscrub £10, hot water bottle £5, protexin powder & pellets, critical care, baby food £1 per pot, towels £10, indoor plastic cage £60, rearguard £12, grooming scissors. 


RABBITS, CHILDREN AND HANDLING!

Also applies to adults!

Over the last 10 years people have finally started to understand rabbits properly and appreciate rabbits as intelligent animals that make good adult pets and are not disposable children’s toys as kept since the First World War.

America and various European countries have been keeping them in the house as family pets and valuing their lives like cats and dogs for some time now, giving them the same freedom and choice and finally acknowledging their natural instincts and needs. Their silent language, which is displayed by facial expression and movement rather than sound, (though they can vocalise) too often unnoticed.

It is a great misconception that rabbits enjoy being held or are easy to cuddle, though they may look cute and soft and people seem to have a “need” to cuddle them and feel it is part of “the deal” in having a pet rabbit more than other animals and feel their rabbit is “in the wrong” or “inadequate” if it does not allow this or negative behaviour is displayed as if they are being “naughty”.

Rabbits can bond with us as closely as a dog, but due to being prey animals it often takes longer and requires different interaction and interpretation from us. We are predators, which is why we find it easier to talk “dog” rather than “rabbit” but if we achieve this, the bond and achievement is far greater which is why I see something very special when I see adults with their pet rabbits.

Rabbits were first kept by the Romans for meat and fur, then by the Normans. They kept rabbits in walled gardens, but due to the inconvenience of catching them and controlling them, many years’ later hutches were designed. Hutches allowed rabbits to be easily caught; large numbers kept in a small space and control over pregnant does etc.

Rabbits were also used for breeding and for the entertainment of people before they were seen as pets. As we all know they are seen as children’s pets probably because the history of what they were kept for therefore people had no value or love for them as anything greater and didn’t appreciate their intelligence or affection. They didn’t realise. 

If only we still kept them in walled gardens! Rabbits are prey animals and whether they are domestic or wild they have the same instincts and needs. They naturally live in pairs or groups over at least 0.6 acres and need plenty of boltholes and hiding places to protect themselves from predators as well as loving the freedom to leap and bound. Also like their wild relatives domestic rabbits have a much healthier digestive system if they are fed a natural diet of grasses, hays and vegetables. Only a few mono-component commercial feeds are recommended to compliment this diet.

Rabbits, children and handling continued page 2....
So, sadly the wrong environment, diet and image has been used for far too long, and it is this which has caused rabbits to be unhappy, misunderstood and given up. So called “runs” making me cringe at our ignorance for they put a rabbit in an open space where it is tormented by birds of prey and dogs, the fear it must injure, so obvious it will show defensive behaviour with humans cowering over it, it’s instinct is to think it is prisoner or dinner, not able to have proper territorial markings, no sign of safety or shelter.

Rabbits are not stupid and can be litter trained, taught to come home when called, learn tricks taught by rewarding with food, learn to come to you when called, cuddle up with you in bed like a cat, ask for food, stroking, let you know they need the toilet and much more

All Rabbits have the same potential to be loving and trusting towards us, but due to their different experiences some take a lot longer than others, and a few are bombproof. In the wild they will also have a hierarchy, and their place will be dependant on their genetics and strength of scent glands, which will also affect how they behave towards us. To enable a positive relationship to grow between you and your rabbits follow my guidelines in my fact sheet “how to become best friends with your rabbit” but the main points to follow with rabbits with children and general handling are as follows;

Patience and perseverance are essential

Rabbits are extremely curious but cautious

Quietness and gentleness bring trust

Rabbits will first investigate, and then move away for safety and if the human does not move, the rabbit WILL return!

Move fast, jolt and make noise the rabbit will run away and hide!
Rabbits, children and handling continued page 3

· RABBITS DO NOT LIKE TO BE HELD!
· Rabbits are ground loving animals
· Rabbits can break their backs if not supported properly. This is because unlike cats they are not designed to climb trees and cope with heights.
· Cats are designed to climb trees and balance on walls and fences, making them more trusting when held and able to balance their back weight.
· We do not expect to hold dogs, why do we with rabbits
· We have a fulfilling relationship playing with dogs on the floor and stroking them, why can’t we with rabbits
· WE ADVISE AGAINST ANY HANDLING OF RABBIT BY CHILD BUT...
· Teach your child to enjoy playing with the rabbit on the floor
· The rabbit will happily climb all over the child, hand feed and lie down to be stroked
· Teach your child to NOT pick up the rabbit, to be quiet and stroke gently
· Even if the child sits on the floor or on a chair and an adult places the rabbit on the child’s lap, on a towel while supporting the rabbit themselves as well the rabbit is still likely to freeze from fear or try and jump off and end up hurting its self/ child getting scratched
· With adult supervision you can place the rabbit on top of the hutch or on a table on a soft towel with some treats in front of it and let the child stroke it.
· Your child will learn from you. Respect and value the rabbits and so will your child
If you have had rabbits before and thought they were easy to handle, consider these facts

· Was it because the rabbit had no choice and cowered in the corner of the hutch or small run while picked up?
· Did you observe the rabbit’s body language? it’s eyes were probably showing white and popping out and body stiff
· Was it uncomfortable, being handled carelessly/ awkwardly?
· Putting up with handling through fear, prey instinct and confusion/ stress
· It probably jumped out of your arms or started to wriggle, nip or pee. This is the rabbit expressing distress. Even a confident rabbit will have enough.
· Your rabbits probably became shy and withdrawn, trust lessening. Stomping of feet and more difficult to approach, wanting to be left alone more, trying to escape, run off or freezing.
· Was it really sitting there willingly or frozen
· It is far better to teach your child or self to:
· Get down to the rabbits level, Hand feed the rabbit
· Gently stroke it’s forehead, then whole body when rabbit more confident
· Sit in the floor, and this is why we suggest a shed or run attached to the hutch, accessible to humans and let the rabbit climb over your legs, lie down and let it climb on your back. This will gain real trust.
· It is of course important to check the rabbit’s bottom is clean and do health checks, which the adult should be responsible for. Do ask me to teach you how to handle your bunny for grooming purposes
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

APPOINTMENTS WITH CAROLINE AT THE RABBIT RESIDENCE RESCUE

The rescue was established in 1996 but has evolved over the years. In 2001 the land was bought for the rescue after having been rented by my family for many years.

Sadly with the need for more rabbits to be rescued and its popularity with rabbit lovers, neighbours started complaining in 2007 about noise, number of cars and visitors. By the end of 2007 we had a fight on our hands as they tried to close us down. With a partition for us with over 1,500 signatures we were granted permission to stay open until November 2008 with various conditions put in place.

Conditions included

1. Visitors only allowed on Saturdays

2. Only open midday onwards

3. Only allowed 20 people to visit

4. Cars must park at village hall and visitors must walk down to rescue

5. Noise to be kept to minimum to respect neighbours as in residential area

We presently have permission to stay open til jan 2012
Therefore please help us stay open and support us by signing our on line petition and if you do have an appointment please email your name, address and car details, registration etc, number of people visiting and time of appointment

ADDRESS AND DIRECTIONS WILL BE GIVEN WHEN APPOINTMENT MADE
Thank you

BUNNY BONDING
PROCEDURES AND POLICIES

Many people contact me wanting to find a companion for their existing lonely rabbit, others have kept a pair of bunnies, realising this is the best choice, but sadly lost one due to illness or old age. Other people through research realise they should not be keeping their rabbit alone, or observe their rabbit is showing signs of loneliness and sometimes after a few months or sometimes years decide to find their bunny a buddy!

HOW IT ALL WORKS

The best combination is a neutered buck living with a spayed doe. An entire buck can sexually pester the doe causing her serious distress. An entire doe is likely to develop uterine cancer, but will also live her life frustrated, very broody and territorial over her nest space and have phantom pregnancies, sometimes producing milk which can cause mastitis.

I have experienced keeping rabbits in all different ways; Groups large and small. Pairs; same sex, opposite, related and non-related. It has taught me a great deal about rabbit behaviour; the relationships between each rabbit and to us. 
Often when rabbits are kept other than in a buck doe pairing, though through survival instinct the rabbits will eat together, many will show negative behaviour to each other or to their owners and generally be quieter themselves, and have health related issues through stress. 

SO WHAT IS BONDING!?

Bonding or pairing rabbits is when someone enables two or more rabbits to live together successfully. The rabbits enjoy each other’s company, will wash each other, cuddle up, protect each other and play together. They develop a very special strong bond between each other.

Rabbits are complicated, intelligent animals that live in colonies in the wild, where they have strong bonds and different relationships with each other. They are very territorial. The best book to read describing this is “Rabbits and Hares” by Anne McBride.

All this means you must never put them together without careful introduction first and you must always use neutral territory. You must especially never put a buck in a female’s territory. You need to have a knowledge of different rabbit behaviours and when and when not to intervene.  
Bonding bunnies continued page 2...

Bonding two rabbits involves neutral territory and much knowledge so I ask that they are bonded with me, where I have set up a facility and method that has been extremely successful.

Where people have tried bonding the rabbits at their homes the following problems have occurred;

1. Owners rabbit needing serious wounds stitching

2. My rabbit needing serious wounds stitching

3. My rabbit being dominated and becoming stressed

4. Stress behaviours not being noted and friendly rabbits, becoming nervous and no longer humanised. 

I hope you my pages of information have not been too overwhelming and really hope to hear from you to organise bonding your bunny as I have so many poor bunnies in desperate need of a loving home and some pampering.
We can organise a home check if necessary, but often photos are sufficient. I will also post a copy of the terms and conditions to you.
The bonding usually takes around 7 days where you are welcome to text and call me as you please. Once bonded I take the rabbits to the vet for a final health check and then arrange to deliver them to you to live happily ever after!
PLEASE DO KEEP IN CONTACT WITH ME.
I deal with many people at any one time and have up to 60 enquires a week so feel free to chase me as much as you wish. Texting works well for a quick response.
I hope today has been educational and fun, even if you find no suitable rabbits here, please do go to one of the many other rescues around and DO NOT GO TO A PET SHOP WHICH ARE THE REASON WE EXIST.

With sincere thanks, 
Caroline Collings

Bonding continued page 3

RABBIT RESIDENCE

 PROCEDURE FOR BONDING

It is preferred and encouraged that owners bring their bunny along to stay with me, where he/ she will be loved as one of my own and have lots of TLC and my expert knowledge to ensure they stay happy, healthy and safe as any stress can bring on gut stasis.

I have been running the rescue since 1996 and have homed 100’s of rabbits, where most have had a tough start to life, but every time a bunny is bonded and delivered to their new home, it always warms my heart and is so worthwhile when I see how fantastic each new home and owner is. I also provide a bunny holiday boarding service so owners can rest assured when on holiday.

I have built up the facilities at the rescue through the kind work of volunteers. Funds have been raised solely through donations.

Though there is always so much we aim to improve and yearly maintenance to keep gates and buildings in good condition, I have put in place safe and secure facilities especially for bonding and have developed bonding techniques through observing and learning what all their different reactions and bonding behaviours mean. I cater for house and garden rabbits, nervous, shy and dominant bunnies. Whatever their needs and personalities, they are understood, loved and treated individually to find the perfect partner.

Success in bonding depends on suitable facilities, making each rabbit feel comfortable and relaxed and equal, allowing him or her to get to know each other. Also the pheromones, scent glands, genetic status that each rabbit holds, its personality, and often its relationship to the owner and passed history can give some idea to what it will behave like to other rabbits. Breed and size doesn’t really matter. Gender and neutering does. Once the rabbits are in their final new home, how the new owners interact with them and how suitable the environment is will also affect the bond.

Bonding page 4
BONDING METHOD USED FOR MOST RABBITS
· A 6ft by 4ft shed is split in half with wire mesh panels. The two rabbits are put either side of the mesh panels allowing them to see each other and get to know one another, smell each other etc. 
· Each rabbit has enough space to feel comfortable, is well sheltered whatever the weather. We have a selection of different hays and tasty veg. Owner can bring comfort toys and commercial food rabbit is used to. The owners’ rabbit is provided whatever home comforts required.
· The rabbits are left to get to know one another for 24 to 48 hours and not interfered with, as human contact can disturb them; though their toilet and eating habits are monitored closely, as well as behaviour ensuring they are relaxed and happy.
· After this, the shed is opened and they are able to spend time together. The concrete yard and walkway is used to provide enough space to get away from each other and provide enough distractions so not to feel hostile to one another. They are closely monitored and if it goes well, they are left together all day, while I keep an eye on them while I continue my rabbit duties.
· After a few hours, the space is reduced to the concrete yard only. During the day they may have totally ignored each other, been content with grazing, investigating, sleeping etc or noticed each other, followed each other around, showed mating behaviours, friend behaviour and general interest in each other, happy to be in another rabbits company and sussing each other out; which one will do the grooming, which one wants to be groomed!

· If there is any hostile behaviour; tails in the air, ears pinned back, lunging, growling, spraying, attacking, they are put back in the shed to look at each other again or bonded in my office with different interaction from human; me and different methods used/ more time. (If details of this are required please ring me)
· After the first day out together, depending on the behaviour shown to each other, they will either be kept separate again over night, put in the 12ft square barn with lots of toys or if things have gone really well, put in the 6ft by 4ft shed together. 
· If they are to be kept in a 5ft or 6ft hutch in their new home, this is also tried, to ensure they are ready to be in a confined space together.
· Once finally in the shed or hutch together, they then spend the next 48 hours developing their bond and when they are finally washing and grooming each other and snuggling, a date is then arranged to deliver them to the owner. I tend to deliver on weekday evenings.
· This whole process takes about one week.
· If either rabbit shows any upset during the bonding procedure, such as change in eating/ toilet habits, they will be given a shot of metachlopromide to prevent GI stasis and syringe fed. Probiotics will be provided if necessary as advised by my vet. Any scratches or bite marks incurred, which is rare, will be washed with hibiscrub and coated in wound powder and if necessary vet checked and antibiotics provided.
· All precautions and necessary TLC is provided.
Bonding continued page 5....

If anyone particularly rejects to having their rabbit bonded at the rescue, the following describes the procedure required for people bonding at their house however the advantages of the rabbits being bonded by me are:
· Owner is guaranteed my expert knowledge and experience with bonding 100’s of rabbits  

Suitable facilities and comfort for both rabbits provided
· Owner is guaranteed the rabbits health and happiness will be observed correctly and cared for
· Owner guaranteed any signs of stress will be recognised and resolved and any wounds cared for by a vet immediately. (Injuries and stress are rare due to the appropriate bonding method being used and care and TLC)
· Owner and myself will both be satisfied the bonding has worked properly
· Various choices of rabbit partner will be available at rescue, so if first choice doesn’t bond with owners bunny, I am able to easily try other rabbits, without the owner having to drive back and forth, which is time consuming and stressful for bunny and owner
· There is a much higher success rate of bonding on neutral territory rather than owner’s rabbit’s territory.
· I am easily able to put in required time
· Enables us to sign contract and hand over donation immediately
· I know exactly when I can fill that precious space with rescuing one of the many more rabbits on my waiting list waiting to be given up.
· Owner will be regularly texted and can phone for an update any time.
· For house rabbits, litter training can stop during bonding and can be messy for the owner and cause long term association problems for the rabbit if at owner’s house. At the rescue this is not a concern and once rabbits are settled, I can make sure litter training restarts.

AGREEMENT FOR BONDING 

RABBIT RESIDENCE RABBITS 

AT OWNERS HOME

1. Owner will provide suitable bonding facilities.

· Preferably a room in the owners house; e.g. an empty spare bedroom, which can be divided into two, with suitable panels that rabbits can see each other through, but high enough not to jump over and gaps in panels small enough so they can’t bite each other

· If done outside, they need to constantly see each other and be in equal, comfortable environments. Either 2 hutches with attached runs, next to each other or a shed and run divided into two of recommended size.

· Either method, the exercise areas must have environmental enrichment in them to help distract the rabbits and make them feel more comfortable around each other, places to hide, gently meet each other. A fun play area with vegetables and hay to eat and a nice place to meet, not just focusing on each other in a hostile way.

· The introduction space needs to be a minimum of 100 square feet. If done indoors, the human environment tends to help them feel closer to each other so less space should be ok.

· If done outside, the owner must be especially careful if they own the female rabbit and NOT INTRODUCE THEM ON HER TERRITORY!!
· If you have to, it is best to put the new rabbit in her territory and her somewhere else for a couple of days, then take my buck out and when she goes back in her area, she will smell him and feel less threatened. (For full guidelines ring me)

2. The runs, sheds and hutches need to be able to be opened up into each other.

· The rabbits should have a minimum of 24 hours looking at each other before being introduced.

· The rabbits must be monitored the whole time for at least the first hour until you are satisfied they will not fight or upset each other.

· Regular observations throughout the day are essential.

· After the first day, you may feel they can stay together or need to be separated over night/ when you are not around for a little longer. 

· It should take around a week to confirm they are in love. They can fall in love within 24 hours; occasionally it can take 3 weeks and various attempts/ using indoor facilities.

3. The owner will ensure Caroline’s rabbit is eating and toileting normally and      

     Happy and not depressed, stressed or nervous.

· Any concerns at all, Caroline shall be contacted and the owner shall take Caroline’s rabbit to a good rabbit vet to have suitable treatment.

- GI stasis/ stress- metachloprimide/ bio-lapis

- Serious wounds that need stitching should not occur

- Slight scratches and bites should be cleaned properly and a shot of 
   Terrimycin, long acting antibiotic should be given.

4. When the rabbits have successfully bonded as observed by the owner, they 
    Shall contact Caroline who will revisit and confirm this herself.

· If the rabbits do not bond, Caroline’s rabbit must be returned. There should be progress within 2 weeks and bonding should be completed within one month. If the bonding is so difficult, the stress on the rabbits is unfair and they should not be forced to live together. There are many more bunnies out there to try.

· For further tips on difficult bondings please feel free to contact Caroline. Usually interaction by humans is not advised, but sometimes by the human acting as top rabbit or reassuring both rabbits, if used to human interaction this many help. Also if both rabbits appear dominant.

Agreed and signed by potential adoptee

Signature___________________________

Print name__________________________

Agreed and signed by Caroline Collings, owner of rescue

Signature_____________________________

Date__________________________________

OWNER’S RABBIT’S DETAILS FOR BONDING
	Question
	Please write answer

	Your name
	

	Your address
	

	Contact phone number
	

	Your rabbit’s name
	

	Buck/ doe
	

	Age
	

	Neutered/ spayed
	

	Vaccinated from myxi/ VHD
	

	Are the rabbits for adults/ children/ both
	

	Do you have children
	

	Do you have dogs/ cats
	

	Is your garden rabbit proof?
	

	Are you happy to feed recommended diet (see basic requirement sheet)
	

	Are rabbits to live as a house rabbits?
	

	Will house rabbits have access to garden or suitable size hutch and attached run?
	

	Please explain house rabbits daily routine/ living space
	

	For garden rabbits- have you got minimum hutch and run size ready? (6ft by 2ft by 2ft hutch attached to 10ft by 6ft run, preferably min 3ft high (60 square feet of space to hop around)

Many people opt for sheds or wendy houses and create exciting enclosures exceeding the minimum requirement, have you?
	

	If you do not have the minimum requirements, please explain what daily routine and space you can offer as clearly as possible and I will try to compromise and find a suitable rabbit
	

	To save in home checking, I ask that people send clear photos instead. Do I have photos from you? Please post or email if not.
	

	Date of visit to rescue

This will determine priority over bonding date.
	

	Choice of rabbits to try bonding
	

	Choice one
	

	Choice two
	

	Choice three
	

	Pack one received, including basic requirements
	

	Pack two received, including terms and conditions
	

	Have you returned the application form to me?
	

	Have you received packet of leaflets in post?
	


When I have received this I will contact you and confirm that your 3 choices have all been spayed/ neutered, vaccinated and health checked by a vet and then get back to you with a date to bring you bunny in for bonding.


The bonding will take about one week, where you may text and ring me to hear how it’s going. Once I am satisfied they are bonded properly, I will make a date with you for me to deliver the happy couple.

I usually deliver weekdays or Sundays in evenings or afternoons, as I am open to the public on Saturdays. I work in the mornings and also between 6-7pm during the week.

Thank you so much for your patience and support and I look forward to hopefully confirming a bonding date.

THE RABBIT RESIDENCE POLICIES AND ADVICE

 ON KEEPING RABBITS IN THE HOME

Keeping rabbits in our homes, like we do our cats and dogs has become extremely popular, but there are many things that need to be considered and organised to make it successful. Without various measures in place it can be disastrous.

Rabbit’s natural behaviour instincts can become destructive ruining our home and they can become confused and aggressive or quiet, overweight and subdued without proper routine and their own space.

To allow them outside to express and disperse their energy and natural instincts, can make them more content and calmer while indoors. While inside, though lino or floorboards are hygienic, floor slabs or bricks maybe more rabbit friendly as they are not as slippery. I’ve seen many rabbits become highly stressed and tense and unable to move freely and comfortably because they are slipping about. This is partly due to their claws and design of the paw. They love warmth and comfort so a rug or carpet is most comfortable for them and can keep perfectly clean.

The Rabbit Welfare Fund, previously known as The House Rabbit Association has plenty of good advice and I can recommend many excellent books. Below are some basic guidelines, learnt through my own experience in keeping rabbits indoors and out and how I would like Rabbit Residence rabbits to be treated if kept indoors.

Many adults have beautiful homes with litter-trained rabbits and live in harmony together, but there are measures that need to be taken to ensure it is successful.

1. You will need to cover or hide all wires and electrics, which can be done with various wire casings or strategically placing furniture

2. You don’t want expensive furniture, as it is likely to get gnawed. You could place coverings over the legs of wooden pieces but it may not look nice.

3. The rabbit will need a dark safe fenced off area, even if it is just for the first few days/ weeks, while training

4. Routine is vital

5. Baby gates are useful

6. Litter trays are needed for toileting. Hay must be placed in them and there are various options for safe litter, some which encourage the rabbit to train more easily

7. They need exactly the same diet as rabbits kept outside, but it is more essential to keep away from fattening treats, and with less ability to exercise many people feed half the amount of pellets, sometimes only as treats, purely giving their house rabbits hays and vegetables. To much fruit sugar, protein and calcium with an indoor lifestyle with less exercise can cause serious illnesses which lead to death.

8. My one strong belief is to allow them outside when possible and grow grass in flowerpots for indoors. To take a rabbit out of its natural element and deny it the most natural food I find very distressing. Though the bond between owner and rabbit may be closer as we automatically spend more time with them indoors and like cats they may choose to spend time indoors, to not give them the choice to be outside, when through my experience, the electrifying happiness I see when a rabbit leaps and bounds and sun baths and rolls in soil is priceless.

9. If you live in a flat with no access to a garden, I am more than happy to still do a home check and compromise as good adult indoor homes where rabbits are valued and loved very deeply are far better than rabbits left and forgotten outside, where families see them very differently to some of the adults I meet who love them as children!

THE CAGE- HOME BASE FOR BUNNY

There are various puppy pens and dog cages, which make suitable indoor rabbit housing. The largest plastic rabbit cage I have come across is only 4ft by 2ft, where as with outside rabbits I insist the cage must be no less than 6ft by 2ft. There are various light wood 6ft and 5ft hutches, which would look fine indoors, offer more space and various homemade designs I have pictures of. PWS panels are great. 

WHAT ROOM IS BEST FOR THE CAGE

I use my bedroom so they are close to me and because I’m not allowed to keep them in other rooms. My friend keeps them in her lounge as this is where she enjoys relaxing all evening and the rabbits can sit on her lap while she strokes them and watched T.V.

Some people use their kitchen, but others say the smells can make the rabbits tense and nervous, as their smell sense is very intense.

Conservatories can get dangerously hot in summer and cold in winter
WHERE TO PLACE LITTER TRAYS AND WHAT TO PUT IN THEM

Rabbits toilet in corners, and with a pair of rabbits they appreciate large areas, so you should use plastic cat baskets or 2 large trays. High sides make such a difference, as they tend to push their bums against the sides and often when they lift their tails, they accidentally urinate over the edge.

I use Megasorb and hay on top. When first training you need to leave the urine and poo in the tray to make them realise where to go, but to prevent stale odours, once trained you can change the litter regularly. If you use cat litter, use wood based in case they eat it and so it doesn’t expand in their tummies.  You can use wood shavings but it tends to make a mess.

I start by placing a litter tray in each corner of the main room I wish to keep them in, the same room with their cage in. They should use at least one instinctively as it is in a comer. They will place many territorial droppings over the floor to begin with, randomly spaced, but their main droppings will be in a pile, in a corner. If they have an accident, soak it up with kitchen towel and place it in a tray. Also collect the droppings. 

If they don’t train immediately, keep them in a fenced off area, so they toilet in this and start letting them out for 10 mins at a time, so they can’t risk toileting outside. Within a few days they’ll get the idea.

DAILY ROUTINE

There is no point having a rabbit indoors if you are going to keep it caged, except for when you are around. It would be just as cruel as a hutched rabbit outdoors. My friends and my indoor rabbits happily and safely roam around the house all day. Mine are kept in one room when I’m not around, but are certainly never caged. They have a cage, where I place their feeding bowl and they accustom to a safe area to call their own. They were only ever caged in the beginning during litter training and to prevent conditioning of bad habits like chewing furniture/ dominance.

I would recommend the same feeding routine as outside rabbits. Maybe less pellets and many people leave their rabbits in a shed/ hutch and run during the day and have them indoors for evening and night and bad weather. Others have French windows leading to their lounge and allow the rabbits to freely hop in and out as they please or train to use a cat flap.

HOW TO LITTER TRAIN

3 info sheets in pack 3 given when rabbits delivered to you
HOW TO PREVENT CHEWING OF FURNITURE/ TEACH “NO” TO YOUR RABBIT

See book named,  “Hop to it”

NEVER HIT A RABBIT OR USE PUNISHMENT This should not be used for any animals but especially rabbits as they are prey animals and it will only intensify fear which can lead to aggression. Think before you act; any hand movements could be seen as a threat to them. Ignore bad behaviour do not condition it.
THINGS TO USE TO CREATE A RABBIT WARREN!

· Logs

· Rocks

· Wood sheets/ lengths

· Pallets

· Bricks

· Paving stones

· Cardboard boxes

· Old wine boxes

· Natural willow, pine, bramble, hazel
· Flower pots

· Underground piping

· Cat/ dog baskets turned upside down

· Log baskets

· Litter trays

· Tyres

· Sandpit/ put 4 lengths of wood together of a depth around 1 to 3 feet to make square frame and add peat or bark chippings or child safe sand

· Tubes/ pipes and cover with turf
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Over 33,000 rabbits are given up each year, yet pet shops continue to sell sweet looking young rabbits. The question is; why is the number of rabbits given up still rising? People kindly rescue and rehome but prevention is better than cure and no one seems to deal with the core of the problem. To reach out to present and potential rabbit owners before things go wrong. We have realized pet shops will never care enough to stop selling small hutches and runs let alone rabbits.  They will never provide the wonderful fact sheets produced by The Rabbit Welfare Association or sell any of the in-depth fantastic books available, only to sell the most basic of books that provide the briefest of details. Nor put up any posters or sell only quality products.


Over the 10 years I have been taking in unwanted rabbits, I have seen so many owners give up their rabbits because of incorrect information given by pet shops especially wrongly sexing rabbits. People still hold the old fashioned view that rabbits are easy to keep and need only a small hutch to live in.  For years rabbits have been seen as a good first pet for children to learn responsibility. My question is why do parents’ give children a rabbit and not a cat, dog or pony. The answer is that still today adults feel more emotion and value towards a cat or dog. 


So I am here to teach people three things;


The main reason rabbits are given up, apart from children getting bored and accidental litters from wrongly sexed rabbits because of inexperienced shop assistants who are exactly that, not animal experts is because rabbits can scratch and bite and are not cute cuddly toys as perceived. I will show you how the environment you keep your rabbit in affects their behavior


I will show you how rabbits should be thought of as family pets just as cats and dogs and this idea no longer laughed at. They are as loveable, intelligent and characteristic. They are extremely sensitive and special and can live for 10 years or more


Pet rabbits have come to live in hutches from the history of rabbit keeping for meat, fur and laboratories as well as breeders who show rabbits as if they are toys. A hutch saves space, means these people can keep many animals and are convenient to get around them quickly. Pet owners sometimes add a small wire frame they call a run, but can a rabbit run in this. 


What some of us have been lucky enough to experience is that if we want a rabbit as pet to love and to love us back, we must make them happy, and to do this we must let them be a rabbit- yes they are no different from wild ones, they need to run and jump and dig and graze on grass or hay all day and not be alone.


For present rabbit owners or if you’ve had a rabbit before you may think your rabbit is fine, he may not even bite you or pace up and down, but they cannot meow or bark and they are prey animals who will not show discontent for this will attract predators. 


A rabbit that sits still and quiet is actually a scared sad bunny. When you see what a rabbit can really do I hope you will be enlightened and inspired.
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These images will be very familiar to you and sadly still today this type of rabbit accommodation is thought to be satisfactory. Small, out of the way and not invading our gardens.


The reasons they do not make happy bunnies is because;


The runs are no more than 3-4 ft long (1 meter) and no more than 4ft wide and therefore no rabbit can hop or skip freely. The average pet shop hutch is 4ft by 18 inches and average run 4ft by 8ft, a mere 32 square feet.  These do not provide enough space!


They are bare and provide no places to dig, move freely or hide.


People will often move them around; constantly unsettling their territory and boundaries they so carefully mark wit toilet and scents, which makes them feel safe.


The owner can’t get in the run, which enables the rabbit to befriend and trust the person. The owner can only cower over the rabbit and grab it just like a fox would


The hutches are not off the ground so ground frost will be an issu


The hutches have so little depth, rain and snow will soak the whole area


A rabbit produces many droppings which will fill this small space so quickly that you will have to clean the whole area at least once a day to prevent bacteria growing and the rabbit sitting in wet soiled bedding where they will become cold and wet and their fur will soil and the rabbit will become prone to fly strike. 


Visualize the space they are in. now imagine in scale yourself in that space, or a dog or cat; are you in your entire house, bedroom or downstairs toilet? Even if it compares to your entire house, imagine never being allowed out, or only once a week for a few hours……can you start to understand my points. Rabbits can’t meow or bark, but imagine the racket your cat or dog would be making if they were kept like rabbits. Why do rabbits deserve any less than a cat or dog!?
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