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The Rabbit Residence Rescue

Adoption contract
The keeper is the person adopting the rabbits to live and be cared for at their home

Caroline Collings is the owner of the Rabbit Residence Rescue and its rabbits on or off the site of Wallers Close SG8 8SJ
The keeper shall care for the rabbit as their own under the following conditions. 

1. For the protection of the rabbit Caroline Collings shall retain the right to take back possession of the rabbit if she feels its needs are no longer being met and has the right to stay in contact with the keeper.
2. It is made clear to the keeper that if at any time they feel they can’t care for the rabbit as required they must immediately contact Caroline so  the rabbit can be returned the rescue
3. They must not give the rabbit to any other person without Caroline’s prior consent.

4. If the keeper should move house, they must inform Caroline of the new address within one week of moving and she will then undertake a second home check.

5. The rabbit must be kept solely as a pet and not used for breeding or vivisection

6. If the rabbit dies, Caroline must be informed within one month of the death so she can up date records. Details of why the rabbit died, possibly a post mortem would be helpful. 
7. If the keeper has adopted a pair of rabbits from Caroline and one dies the remaining rabbit must be bonded again with another rabbit within 2 months of the first one dying. In exceptional cases the rabbit may remain single but must be made into a house rabbit so it does not get lonely. The rabbit can otherwise be handed back to The Rabbit Residence Rescue
8. The following areas must be taken into consideration with adoption of Rabbit Residence Rescue rabbits
i. Diet

ii. Accommodation (including house rabbits)

iii. Environmental enrichment

iv. Companionship 

v. Suitable vet care

vi. Handling/ welfare/ happiness

vii. Protection against predators

viii. Hygiene 

i. Hay is the most essential part of a rabbit’s diet. Free access to fresh supplies should be available at all times and grass where possible. Timothy hay and Readigrass are highly recommended. Fresh vegetables should be fed daily unless otherwise stated in adopted rabbit’s notes. Suitable wild plants and dried herbs are also good to feed. One rabbit should be fed half handful pellets once a day. They must not be fed mix as this will encourage selective feeding and most brands contain low fibre levels. Please feed Supreme Science 

Selective, Burgess Supa Rabbit Excel, Wagg or Oxbow timothy pellets. Fibre should be at least 18%. Do not feed pet shop treats.

ii. Wild rabbits will live over a minimum of 0.6 acres. This is rarely possible for the pet rabbit owner to provide, but as with cats and dogs, we must invest time and money in providing a suitable compromise. Housing protecting the rabbit from heat, cold, wind, rain, snow etc must be provided. A minimum indoor area of 6ft by 2ft such as a hutch, shed or playhouse must be provided. Rabbits over 4kg will need an indoor space of 6ft by 4ft minimum and a rabbit proof garden as well as exercise area. An exercise area is essential. A minimum of 6ft by 10ft is required with 3ft minimum height. Unless otherwise agreed the exercise area must be attached to the indoor area, giving the rabbit free choice to be in or out and therefore feel safer. They must have access to the exercise area for at least 8 hours a day. 

House rabbits must have an area they can hide in and feel safe. They should only be confined over night in no less than 6ft by 2ft. They should have access to at least 60 square feet as with outside bunnies for at least 8 hours a day. Ideally they should also have regular access in the garden. House rabbits without a garden and natural habitat may show signs of destructive behaviour from boredom, become overweight and loss condition from lack of vitamin D from sunshine which reacts with calcium to keep bones strong/ coats glossy. Good air circulation and fresh air are essential. House bunnies will need to be groomed to help get rid of moulting fur. Often you will find they become quieter and sit for more hours than an outdoor bunny. Keep their environment stimulating and make them work for their food and watch their weight.
iii. Environmental enrichment is the key to a happy bunny. The keeper must provide bolt holes in the exercise area such as tunnels and boxes. It is natural for rabbits to dig, live underground, mark boundaries, including using specific areas to toilet, have territory, plenty of places to hide but also to run fast and free. Information is provided on many ideas to create a natural habitat, which is a key factor to them accepting you and living in harmony in domestication.

iv. All my rabbits will be homed in pairs or paired with the keeper’s rabbit, as it is unnatural for a rabbit to live alone. If one should die, the keeper is asked to find a new companion rabbit for the remaining rabbit preferably from me. Unless such reasons as the remaining rabbit is ill and therefore should be treated. An indoor cage is advisable until it has recovered. The death of the partner can cause depression. A new rabbit could save your existing rabbit and it is perfectly possible to pair rabbits of any age. Rabbits can live for 10 years or more.
v. The keeper must be aware that many vets still don’t have sufficient knowledge on treating rabbit diseases. Only 4% of their 8- year training is taken up with learning about rabbits. Rabbits are treated as exotic and I have a list of recommended vets. If the rabbit becomes ill and the vet seems unsure or says there is no treatment, a second opinion is highly advised. Keepers must be aware that treatment can be very expensive but successful with modern knowledge and equipment. Rabbit insurance is available. A good rabbit vet will be gentle and confident in handling your rabbit and your rabbit will be calm and relaxed. Rabbits are susceptible to many illnesses, but symptoms are extremely subtle. GI stasis, induced by the rabbit not eating for more than 24 hours, a secondary factor from an illness, pain or stress is a massive killer. It can be treated if we act promptly with the slightest concern. If your rabbit dies, a post-mortem can provide important information to further our rabbit knowledge and identify treatment to ensure your other rabbit stays healthy.

vi. Keepers must be aware that rabbits are prey animals and do not make good pets for children or adults who want pick up the animal a lot and expect them to be playful and friendly without patience and dedication. It should be made aware that rabbits naturally fear being picked up, as this is the behaviour of a predator. Rabbits are very sensitive and react to everything; our emotions, noises and smells. What we put in we will get out. Some rabbits can be as responsive and humanised as a dog; some have been too traumatised and will take a long time. Behaviour is also affected by genetics, breeding and environment.
To become the rabbits’ friend the keeper should observe their rabbits together, and behave to them, as they do to each other. E.g. let them investigate you, act non-threatening, rub noses, wash-stroke faces! Get down to their level. Caroline provides fact sheets on bonding with your bunnies.

vii. If you are aware of foxes, dogs, birds of prey, mink, stoat, rats or vicious cats in your area, please make Caroline aware. There are various precautions that can be taken, still providing suitable but secure accommodation. 

viii. Keeping your rabbits healthy and their accommodation hygienic is essential as bacteria, fungus and viruses soon spread. Housing and exercise areas must therefore be kept clean and disinfected. Toilet areas must be cleaned as soon as they become soiled, which will also help prevent the deadly flystrike! Fresh hay and bedding should be provided regularly. Myxomatosis vaccinations must be given every 6 months and VHD yearly. There is also a parasite called E.cuniculi we recommend you treat your rabbits against with 28 days of panacur or lapizole. Keepers must give their rabbits thorough health checks at least weekly, and observe their behaviour daily. Monitoring eyes, nose, teeth, genitals, claws, body, armpits and dewlap for lumps, bumps and wounds will go along way to detecting early signs of illness.  Please note the back teeth are a common problem, but cannot be seen with the naked eye! It is very helpful for you to know your rabbits eating, drinking and toilet habits and weight.

This contract is in regards to rabbits
1____________________________
2____________________________
The keeper has read and understood the above terms and agrees to them
Keeper signature___________________________________DATE:

Print name……………………………………….

Caroline consents to the above adoption. A donation valued to the costs of neutering and vaccinating each rabbit is greatly appreciated. A minimum donation of £40 per rabbit is kindly asked.
Caroline Collings signature____________________________DATE:
DONATION RECEIVED…………………………………………………….. 
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