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Rabbit  R esidence         R escue  



WHY ATTACH RABBIT HOUSE TO EXERCISE AREA

Rabbit lifestyle

Enclosure-housing-exercise-environmental enrichment-bed-shelter-inside-outside-Hutch-run-rabbit proof garden- small area- big area
The reason for a big cosy indoor area be it a shed, wendy house or 6ft by 2ft by 2ft hutch is
· Somewhere safe away from rain, wind, snow and heat

· Somewhere safe and warm as the rabbits get older

· Somewhere large enough to lock the rabbits away over night to tect from predators and bad weather. 

· I once had a rabbit that was left out all night long and she had become sick over night. I came down in the morning and she was lying in her run. It had been raining. I will always think- if only she had been cosy and safe in her hutch, maybe she would have survived.
· Somewhere large enough for a pair of rabbits to cuddle up together

· Somewhere for the rabbit to retreat to if they sense danger

· Somewhere where the rabbits can be easily picked up, stress free and easily health checked ( a rabbit trained to go into their hutch is a lot easier to socialise with and handle than one running around a garden/ large area only used to being grabbed)
· The rabbit must have somewhere they can be kept if sick/ needs to be monitored

· Somewhere you can observe daily toilet habits and health

· Ramps are not good for old, hefty, large breed or arthritic rabbits
Reasons why rabbit house should be attached to exercise area

· It will allow them safe exercise all day (min requirement 8 hours)
· Safe from predators

· Stress free for us while we are not around/ more flexibility for us
· A base to “trust train” them if they are not confident to be let loose in a garden

· Some rabbits learn quickly to come home when called, others take longer to trust and understand and will become stressed. A hutch run combo helps them learn quickly in a relaxed environment
· Somewhere safe they can exercise when being looked after when you are away
· A rabbit learns to feel safe in their indoor area. It is where they will feed, shelter, sleep and hide from danger. They keep warm and dry or shelter from heat. Ultimately they will mark their territory. They feel very insecure if picked up and taken to a separate run
· Rabbit behaviour studied in those who are in an exercise area away from their hutch/ shed (bolt hole), often picked up and carried by owner display behaviours of fear and anxiety, they are not as socialable towards their owner, they are not as settled, they feel less secure, they don’t interact or respond towards their owner as well and are less likely to be relaxed when approached to be picked up but panic and want to find somewhere to hide, having no key place to run to or freeze.
· Rabbits love a rabbit proof garden, but too much space too soon is as negative as not enough space. The rabbit won’t learn to trust you or respond to you, enjoying their freedom but also panicking and not learning to need or want a relationship with the owner. A rabbit that comes home when called is far more enjoyable and relaxed than one you have to chase around the garden to “catch” it each day, often resulting in the rabbit being confined to its hutch permanently.
· Stress can cause death and unnatural behavior
· Rabbits thrive off regularity and routine

· It takes a lot of dedication to let them out every day; our days will then revolve around them.  Even the best of us will find a hutch attached to a run beneficial

HOUSE RABBITS
· House rabbits also benefit from choosing to hope outside through a door. Often owners think their rabbit is scared of going outside as behaviour is misinterpreted

· It is vitally beneficial that all rabbits have access to sunshine, fresh air and natural habitat/ behaviour
· If house rabbits don’t have rabbit proof gardens it is essential they still provide and invest in a good hutch and run setup the rabbit can learn to feel safe in as its second home

Floor surfaces

Indoor rabbits prefer carpet to tiles or lino

Make sure outdoor bunnies don’t get sore muddy feet. Ensure clean dry surfaces, be it paving or grass or bark chippings. Grass is naturally their diet so if you don’t have grass you can grow it in flower trays.
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